Forest School Dynamic Risk
Assessment

The Child in Forest School

Child directed activity has gone beyond
constraints of formal risk assessment

Yes

Assess situation:
Is the activity likely to cause harm?

No

Are the risks proportional to the
benefits and children’s needs?
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R Allow children to
”| continue to direct

Are there safer alternative
approaches to this activity that
support children’s needs?

activity
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.| Introduce alternative
approach to activity
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Could the situation be
resolved through
diversion or establishing

new opportunities? T

Establish new
opportunities
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Yes

Has the situation
become an incident?

v

No

No

_| Can the hazard
be removed?

Behaviour Management

1. Deal with the behaviour causing the

incident

2. Re-establish ground rules or group

agreements

3. Log the incident and reflect on the
feelings and needs of the child/ren that

cause that behaviour
4 Discuss with other staff

No

v

Follow Emergency Operational
procedures:

Decide if the session can continue.
Consider:

Does the location need to change?
Can ratios be maintained?

Do other agencies/services need to be
involved?
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