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FSA Essex
Small Grants scheme for Forest School Developments
Fifth round: Winter 2020

FSA Essex

The Forest School Association (FSA) Essex Group aims to co-ordinate, develop and  
promote Forest Schools throughout the county.
FSA Essex started out in 2008 as the Essex FEI (Forest Education Initiative) acting as a networking group across the county. With the emergence of the FSA as the new national body for Forest Schools in July 2012, the group re-launched in April 2013 to provide local support for FSA members in our area.
The Group has run a number of successful sessions for practitioners and those new to Forest School, two local conferences and in September 2014 hosted the second national Forest School Conference at Danbury.
Membership is currently for individuals only and is by annual subscription to the FSA. There is no additional charge for being a member of the Essex group.
For further details visit: www.forestschoolassociation.org and www.fsaessex.co.uk

Forest School

The Forest School Association has adopted the following description:

“Forest School is an inspirational process that offers ALL learners regular opportunities to achieve, develop confidence and self-esteem, through hands on learning experiences in a local woodland or natural environment with trees.”
Forest School is a specialised approach that sits within and compliments the wider context of outdoor and woodland learning and has some key characteristics. Forest School…
1. is a long term process with frequent and regular sessions in a local natural space
· takes place in a woodland or natural wooded environment to support the development of a relationship between the learner and the natural world
· aims to promote the holistic development of all those involved, fostering resilient, confident, independent and creative learners
· offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to the environment and themselves.
· is run by qualified Forest School Practitioners who continuously develop their practice.
· uses a range of learner centred processes to create a community for development and learning.

Funding Forest School
For a number of years from 2006 schools, settings, organisations and individuals in the East of England were well supported by a fund administered by the Forestry Commission and linked to their Woodland Improvement Grants scheme. Many Essex based groups and individuals received support especially for training and setting up Forest School sites. Some schools also received small amounts from the School Standards fund, local educational charities, Sure Start and more recently a few have also been successful with applications for lottery funding.
However the FC funding came to an end and many schools and settings have had difficulty accessing money from other sources. As part of its remit FSA Essex will continue to circulate information about other sources of funding suitable for Forest School developments.[footnoteRef:1] [1: ] 


FSA Essex group small grant fund: winter 2020
For the past four years FSA Essex have offered a number of small grants to support the development of Forest School by its own members. This is part of its wider objective in supporting and promoting Forest School and its ethos. We are delighted to be able to launch a fifth round of funding:
Three grants of up to £500 each will be available to applicants with allocation decided on the strength of their application by an independent panel.

Conditions
Applications will only be considered by individuals who are fully paid up members of the FSA to support Forest School developments within the geographical area of Essex (the county of Essex and the unitary authorities of Southend and Thurrock). However if you are not currently a member you can join and apply at the same time; in this fifth round  we are keen to support applications from those completely new to Forest School, so at least two of grants will be allocated to those yet to start developing Forest School.

1. Successful applicants must remain members of the FSA for at least twelve months beyond the date they receive funds or they may be asked to repay in full.
1. Members may apply on behalf of their school, setting, voluntary group, organisation etc. For example a Head teacher who is member of the group, but not necessarily a FS leader may apply for funding for a Forest School project at their school.
2. Applications will only be considered by individuals using the application form.
3. Applications will only be considered when sent to FSA Essex by email and all correspondence will be electronic, unless queries or verification is required by telephone.
4. All application forms must include a completed declaration form.
5. No applications will be considered if received after the agreed closing date; they need to reach FSA Essex on or before 29th February 2020
6. Decisions on the distribution of the grants will be made by an independent panel. 	Note that although panel members may be members of the Group, none have a financial interest in the development of specific Forest Schools and they are not FS ‘providers’ listed on the FSA Essex local website and are not themselves eligible to apply.
7. The decision of the panel will be final
8. The panel do not have to distribute all the available funding at a particular funding round if the applications do not meet the criteria.
9. Unsuccessful applicants from earlier funding rounds may apply.
10. Previous successful applicants will not be considered for further grants in this round of funding. 
11. The panel will try to distribute grants around the County and include groups working with different age and ability groups.

Application can be made to support any of the following:
1. Training and CPD, including cover. This includes level one, two and three Forest School leadership courses, courses run by the FSA group locally and nationally and courses and other training relevant to the particular Forest School.
1. Equipment and tools including those for use by the leaders and the learners.
2. Safety equipment including first aid provision
3. Waterproof clothing and other protective wear for the learners
4. Transport, particularly the use of low cost community transport
5. Sessions (e.g. supporting staff in training) led by trained staff, members of the FSA
6. Site/ woodland management, safety work, tree assessment etc, if this cannot be found from other sources (e.g. landowners, volunteers etc)
Chair: Jo Phillips                                Vice Chair: Carol Middleton                                 Treasurer: Steph Hussey
FSA Essex
Business address: C/O Wick Farm, Mell Road, Tollesbury, Maldon, Essex CM9 8SS
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